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Azerbaijan's Policy Toward Armenian Monuments: Cultural Genocide

“The more improbable the lie, the greater the possibility that people will believe it. This cynical maxim comes to one's mind when reading the latest opus invented by the Azeri PR industry about the historical monuments in Nakhijevan. This might be understandable and explained if the authors did not go beyond the Azeri audience, where the propaganda machine can brainwash its own citizens with absurd ideas and 'facts'," ARARAT Center for Strategic Research experts told PanARMENIAN.Net when commenting on the statement by Azeri historians that "there are no Armenian historical monuments in Nakhijevan".

"Mr Safarli, aspiring to be a scientist, tries to impose his vision of history not only to the general public but also to the historical community. This aspiration is ridiculous and miserable, and outrageous at the same time. History is a science with its own methodology and apparatus criticus, and their requirements are no less rigid than those in mathematics or physics. Attempts to 'scientifically prove' Azerbaijan’s ownership of Nakhijevan are insulting not only to the Armenians but to history itself. The reasons of annexation of Nakhijevan by the Azerbaijani SSR are quite obvious and well-studied by political history of the 20th century.

The cases of inclusion of historical regions of one nation into another country are very frequent in world history. However, no single civilized country has ever attempted to appropriate the history and the historical heritage of another nation that occurred within its confines, or, even more ridiculously, deny their existence. Such an attempt is absurd. It is impossible to fancy the present-day Egypt, the embodiment of high Arab culture, claiming the Egyptian pyramids or denying their existence. 

It is true that given certain events in the 20th century and the weakness of the Armenian statehood, Armenians have failed to stop destruction of the Armenian cultural heritage in western part of Armenia currently in Turkey or in Nakhijevan and other provinces of historic Armenia, included in Azerbaijan. However, we are still able to say that Azerbaijan's policy can and must be qualified as cultural genocide. 

Some 27,000 Armenian historical monuments (churches, fortresses, bridges, khachkars, etc) existed on the territory of Nakhijevan. A significant part of them is documented in numerous monographs by Argam Ayvazyan. Records on Armenian monuments of Nakhijevan were made in a number of Russian publications, printed between 1839 and 1910 (See: I. Chopin, The Historical Monuments of Armenian province [oblast], Saint Petersburg, 1852, or U.K. Nikitin, The Town of Nakhichevan and the Nakhichevan district [uyezd]. Materials for the Description of the Locale and the Tribes of the Caucasus, Issue 2, Tiflis, 1881). To note, there is also a work by V.M. Sisoyev The Nakhichevan region [krai] (Nakhichevani ASSR) devoted to this topic and printed in Baku in 1929 in The Proceedings of the Azcomtaris (Issue 4, part 2). The Soviet-era lists of monuments protected by the state included the Church of St. Christopher in the town of Agulis, the Karmir Vank [the Red Monastery] (Kyzyl Vank) in the town of Astapat, the church in the village of Kyulus, as well as many others of those that are declared now to have never existed. 

If the Azerbaijani government and Azeri nation in the form of their historical community are incapable of finding Armenian historical monuments on the territory of the historically Armenian province of Nakhijevan, then we should establish as fact the already perpetrated cultural genocide, with the total demolition of thousands of khachkars in the medieval cemetery of Djugha as its flagrant example. We have to state that this constitutes a state policy. The Armenian statehood and its appropriate structures in particular must counteract it, not least by engaging into the problem the Armenian Diaspora and appropriate international agencies. 

If it still doesn't happen, it's our fault and our weakness. Sooner or later Azerbaijan will be called to account. The history of the same 20th century unequivocally proves that such policies are requited and the time only amplifies the guilt and the burden of the inevitable punishment. But justice and requital will not overtake the criminals on their own without the active participation and the will of the Armenians and their state," the statement reads. 
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