The Armenians of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk speak about wide autonomy (Georgia)

On 23-24 September in Akhalkalak (Georgia) took place the third conference of initiative "Integration, but not the assimilation" of Samtskhe-Dzhavakheti (Dzhavakhk) region on the theme" Status of Dzhavakhka in the state structure of Georgia ".  As reports IA-REGNUM correspondent participants in the conference accepted resolution. Here is its text:

"Conference, having as a goal: 

- To promote to a maximally integral and universal solution of numerous and different problems, available in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk ;

-  To promote the solution of problems by only democratic way, namely: by valuable participation in the process of development, the consideration of problems and making decisions;

- To promote the guarantee of a maximally healthy and polygonal nature unrolled in the country considerations with the most important, in our view, the problem of the state structure of Georgia;

 - To promote objective, valid and lawful solution of the most important, in our view, the problem of the state structure of Georgia as the guarantee of the stable and democratic development of Georgia;

- To promote the softening of international relations and demographic problems in Georgia by the solution of problems in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk, indicating the importance of the uniform conducting of the territorial and ethnic reforms;

- To promote  the formation in Georgia of the objective process of internal integration, the manifestation of tolerance, the guarantee of co-existence of different nations living in the country, the retention of home policy stability and strengthening of democratic values by the method of universal solution of problems in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk;

- On the basis of the number of objective factors (ethnic picture of the region, boundary connection with Armenia and etc.), to consider the solution of problems in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk as one of the main conditions of the formation of regional integration and strengthening of friendship between the peoples; 

- To promote the real participation of Georgia and southern-Caucasian region in the European integration, the fulfillment of obligations by Georgia before the international (European) association, to attain sensation by each citizen of the positive results of this process; 

- To promote the real process of the European integration of Georgia and southern- Caucasian region, the fulfillment by Georgia of its obligations before the international (European) association for the purpose to attain sensation by each citizen of the positive results of this process;

- To summarize the work of three conferences, being based on the reports sounded in the course of consideration, the expressed thoughts and opinions, it establishes: 
- The absence in the constitution of Georgia of clear and integral determination of the state structure of the country does not contribute to the solution of the problems existing in the country; 

- Subjected to refinements in the constitution of Georgia system of local self-guidance functions defective; 

- In the functioning system of local self-guidance the principle of the equality of rights of citizens are not always maintained;

- The current legislation and solutions proposed by country authorities for zones of conflict, are provided for discriminational relation to the nations populating Georgia - right of nations, that displayed civil devotion, are ignored, besides the regions, that disturbed the territorial integrity of the country, there are proposed solutions, which must be accessible, in particular, for nations, living compact in some regions of the country; 

- Taking into account difficult position in the present system of administrative-territorial control, and also the task of restoring the territorial integrity, with the solution of the existing problems the federalism can become that golden mean, from which Georgia will only win;

- Under the conditions of federalism national autonomous subjects forming part of Georgia not only can avoid the threat of assimilation, but also will be obtained good possibilities for the economic development. Great possibilities for economic development will obtain Georgians subjects, which will be considered as the individual part of the federation;

 - Only in the case of creating united federal Georgia it is possible to guarantee the final stability of region, and also the territorial integrity of the country. 

Conference expresses preoccupation on the following: 

- Unbalanced approach to the national minorities in the state structure of Georgia can cause loss to the international image of Georgia and to the development of democracy in the country,

- Unbalanced approach to the national minorities (but more to those considering radical and living compact in the specific territory) in the state structure of Georgia can become the indirect encouragement of the methods of the uncivilized consideration and solving of the existing different kind of problems,

- Unbalanced approach to the national minorities in the state structure of Georgia can bring to not the civilized actions of nations and nationalities, that repeatedly proved their devotion to state,

- Absence of state policy, based on the principle of equality of rights can deliver impact on the integration into the society of national minorities,

- Cosmetic methods and (or) the pulling of the solution of problems can cause new and undesirable tension,

 -  The propaganda of nationalism and intolerance provoked by the media and by social and political organizations incandesces even without it the stressed and explosive atmosphere,

We consider as necessary realization of the following steps by Georgia: 

- To convert the state structure of Georgia into the federal structure, this will consist of territorial units - entity and central authorities;

- In the state federal structure of Georgia provide for the central authorities all authorities, established by subparagraphs p. "a" page 3 constitution of Georgia:

- In the territorial entity to be guided by need and possibilities of retention and development of the ethnic originality of the nations populating Georgia; 

- To grant Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk in its present boundaries and Kvemo-Kartli with the contiguous populated areas, populated predominantly by Armenians, status of one of the autonomous subjects of the state federal structure of Georgia with the allotment of wide authorities for the self-guidance, including right to the election by population via the free elections of all organs of self-guidance; 

- To transmit control over Samtskhe-Dzhavakh to the Chief Executive of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk, who must be selected via universal, equal and straight selections under the conditions of guaranteeing the equal rights of the voters of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk; 

- To form via free and straight elections the highest legislative organ of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk - parliament of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk, after allotting its authorities for the conducting in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhke cultural, educational, social, economic policy, the retention of the social system, the organization of local self-guidance and environmental protection;

 - To provide the presence of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk in the legislative, executive and judicial structures of Georgia, to refine in the constitution degree and forms of presence; 

- To guarantee by state the retention and development of national originality and culture, language and the history of peoples, living in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk, by means of allocation from the state budget of the corresponding subsidies; 

- In the territory of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk together with the official language of state to grant the Armenian language official status; 

- To allot the authorities of Samtskhe-Dzhavakhk authorities to guarantee education in Samtskhe-Dzhavakhke in the Armenian language, the regulation of educational questions and the development of educational policy.

Resolution is accepted at the third conference of initiative "Integration, but not assimilation"on 24 September, 2005 in Akhalkalaki. 
